Din Tai Fung chefs to show off skills for Taiwan
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MOFA hopes ‘soft power’ campaign will help
establish nation’s identity in international arena

By JOosePH YEH
STAFY REPOSTER

The Mintry of Foreygn Affairs has
decided to me local delicacies to create
greater recognition for Taswan as part of a
“soft power” campaign to differentiate the
counntry from China.

It wall hold Taiwanese cubine festivals
i Englind and France next week, featus-
g the dumplimgs of [hin Taa Fung, one of
the country’s few revourants that has
achivved interntional acclam,

“We believe this is a great way to intro-
dusce Tarwanese culture o loreigners and
we very mmuch appreciate [hin Tan Fung
festauranty parncipation in the upoonmng
festvals” Foreym Mimister James Huang
L R sad imointreducing the European
events yesterday at 2 luncheon held at the
MOFA.

The agency imvited local and foreign
puests to yesterdays gathering, including
Michael Relly, director general of the
Britsh Trade and Cubtural Office n
Taiper. and  Jean-Clande Poimbocuf,
director of the French Insbitute in Taipe,
for a taste of the restaurant’s delicacies that
will be presented to ther countrymen
next week

Himg wid the feanal would be an
excellent conchrion to a year-long cul-
wural diplomacy campaym promoted by
the mumistry to use “wft power”™ to evade
Chissese obsructon in the international

afeTa

As part of the campaigm, Tapeis Fint
Girls Senuor High School Honor Guard &
Drum Corps participated in the 2007
Edinburgh Military Tattoo m August and
local black metal band Chthonl: tourcd
the United States from Scprember to
Movember o promote Tawans United
Mations bid,

*The chefs of my restanrant wall ke
the best of ths opportunity to promate
Taiwanese  cusine  and  culture  to
Europears,” sud Yang Ping-vi, the 8O-
year-old founder of the restaurant. whao
al atended the hincheon as a specul

et

_r Chels  demonstrated  yestenday  the
exact methods they wsed to ke the
world-famows sieamed  dumpling, from
kncading the dough and nuking the fill-
mig, to shaping the dumplings and placing
them in bamboo deamers 1o be cooked.

A group of 17 chefs and wasters from
the mestaurant will fly to London on
Saturday to prepare for the coming festival
held in the Evergreen Airlines Building in
London next Monday,

They will then head o Parss, France
for wo more events to be held on
Wednesday and Fridwy, according 1o the
MmEnastry.

Taiwans oversers representative offices
have iwvited Britsh and French polin-
ciand, celebrities, media and food crithcs o
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Din Tai Fung chefs make the restsurant’s lamous steamed pork dumplings during a news conference in Taipei. The Ministry of Foreign
Affsirs is lsunching 8 campaign 1o bring the famous mstaurmnt’s chefs to UK and Francs in December to promote Tekwan,

jJoin the events.

sinalll, delicate. steamed dumplings.

It has st wnly become 3 benchmark The restawrant has a total of 36 branch-
12in Tai Fung was founded in 1938 by for Taiwanese cuisine but abo a hot tourst & around the globe including i Japan,
Wang: and has gined global fame wath i site for tens of thowands foreign and bocal  Korea, China, Malaysia, Indonesia and the

DOUTISES CVErY Year,

Uinited States.



